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TO: Department Directors FROM: Jesus Merejo, City Manager 

EFFECTIVE DATE: December 18, 2025 INITIATED BY: City Manager’s Office 

POLICY TITLE: Open Data Policy 

PURPOSE STATEMENT 
This policy establishes the City of Port St. Lucie’s commitment to transparency, accountability, and 
innovation through the systematic release and governance of open data. It defines the standards and 
responsibilities for managing, publishing, and maintaining open data in a manner that ensures 
accessibility, usability, and protection of sensitive information. 
 
The purpose of this policy is to: 

• Promote transparency and civic engagement by making City data publicly accessible. 
• Improve internal and external decision-making through data-driven insights. 
• Ensure compliance with applicable laws and standards regarding data sharing and privacy. 
• Foster innovation and economic development through open access to City datasets. 

 
APPLICABILITY 
This policy applies to: 

• All City departments, employees, contractors, vendors, and third parties who create, manage, or 
publish data on behalf of the City. 

• All datasets maintained by the City, including those stored in cloud environments. 
• All data formats, including structured and unstructured data, software source code, and 

metadata. 
• Records of third-party contractors that create or acquire information on behalf of the City. 

 
Authority – Governing Laws, Regulations, and Standards 
 
This policy aligns with the following: 

• Florida Statutes Chapter 119 – Public Records 
• Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
• National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) 
• City of Port St. Lucie Information Technology Policies 
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DEFINITIONS 
 

Term Definition 

Data  Statistical, factual, quantitative, or qualitative information maintained 
or created by or on behalf of a City organization.  

Dataset A named collection of related records, often in tabular form. 
Open Data Data available online in open formats, without legal encumbrances, 

accessible to all. 
Open Format A non-proprietary, machine-readable format that supports 

automated processing. 
Protected Information Data restricted from public release due to legal, privacy, or security 

concerns, as determined by the Data Strategy and Governance 
Subcommittee. 

Sensitive Information Data that could compromise privacy, confidentiality, or public safety 
if disclosed, as determined by the Data Strategy and Governance 
Subcommittee. 

Publishable Data Data that is not protected or sensitive and is approved for public 
release. 

 
POLICY 
 

Open Data Practices 

• Proactively release publishable data in open formats with no restrictions on use. 
• Maintain high-quality, up-to-date datasets with appropriate metadata. 
• Provide access to historical archives of released data. 
• Minimize limitations on public information while safeguarding sensitive data. 
• Encourage innovative uses of open data by the public and City departments. 
• Promote electronic data collection to enable real-time disclosures. 

Governance and Oversight 

The Data Strategy and Governance Subcommittee serves as a liaison to the City Manager and the Chief 
Information Officer on the following activities: 

• The creation and management of a comprehensive inventory of datasets held by each City 
department, published to the central open data location and regularly updated. 

• Determining the relative level of risk and public benefit associated with potentially sensitive, non-
protected information. 

• Prioritizing the release of datasets based on public interest, programmatic priorities, and cost. 
• Consulting with stakeholders to identify high-value datasets. 
• Establishing processes for publishing datasets to the central open data location, ensuring quality, 

format, and exclusion of protected and sensitive information. 
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• Ensuring appropriate metadata is provided for each dataset. 
• Ensuring datasets are available for bulk download and/or via public Application Programming 

Interface (API) without legal encumbrance. 
• Encouraging department and public participation through regular feedback and collaboration 

opportunities. 

Policy Review 

This policy will be reviewed and updated annually or as needed. Staff may submit suggestions for 
improvement at any time. 

 

 

 

 


