Forum on Race Relations & Inclusion

SATURDAY
November 5, 2016
8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Forum’s Mission:

PSL Civic Center

9221 SE Civic Center Pl.

To bring the people of Port St. Lucie together to listen,
share concerns, learn, plan, act and report on our
progress in maintaining and enhancing our promise
of being a City for ALL people.

Forum on Race Relations & Inclusion
Nation Anthem & Pledge | 9:00 a.m.
Amanda Sofia
Amanda Sofia was born on March 11th, 1994, in Carmel, New York. She has always been
passionate about music of many genres and dancing of many styles. She sings at events,
weddings, and funerals as a professional soloist. She is also a vocal/piano instructor at Key
to Music. She loves being a music instructor and hopes to use her knowledge to positively
influence the lives of her students in many ways.

Opening Speaker | 9:10 a.m.
Ruth Davis
Ruth Naomi Davis is a native of beautiful Fort Pierce, Florida. She is an alumni High School
graduate of Lincoln Park Academy and has obtained an ASN degree from Indian River State
College. She is currently a retired Critical Care Registered Nurse. Ruth is a pillar of the
Community and serves in any way she can. She is a devoted member of the Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church and active in various ministries. Her daily philosophy is to
acknowledge God first in everything that you do.

Opening Keynote Speaker | 9:20 a.m.
Captain Tony Raimondo
Captain Anthony (Tony) Raimondo is currently assigned as the Patrol Operations Captain for
the Sanford Police Department and brings 20 years of Florida law enforcement experience
to the Fair & Impartial Policing team. Prior to entering law enforcement, Captain Raimondo
served nine years in the United States Marine Corps as an infantryman and ANGLICO fire
control team member. He is a veteran of operations in Panama and the Persian Gulf War.
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AM Breakout Sessions | 10:30 a.m.
Wydee’a Emanuel Wilson

Session 1: GAP

Wydee’a Emanuel Wilson is the first black female Chief of Probation for the Florida
Department of Juvenile Justice in Circuit 19. She gives her time and energy to causes that
impact the lives of children in and out of the juvenile justice system. She is a member of
the Roundtable of St. Lucie County, the Executive Roundtable of Indian River County, the
Executive Roundtable for the Shared Services Network of Okeechobee County, and the
Shared Services Network Executive Roundtable of Martin County.

Deborah Stewart

Session 2: Race & Ethnicity

Deborah Stewart has developed and conducted countless communications and cultural
competence training sessions for law enforcement, educators, healthcare professionals,
municipalities, and nonprofit organizations. Deborah is certified for diversity training through
the National Multicultural Institute, the Anti-Defamation League, and Children’s Services
Council of Palm Beach County. She has also consulted with the National Center for Cultural
Competence.

Kalypso Vassalotti

Session 3: LGBTQ+

Kalypso Vassalotti states, “Love gave me the audacity to hope. Hope gave and continues
to give me the right to dream. My dreams will continue forever and a day. I would like to
believe my eyes tell my story. A story filled with pain and glory. I am here today, because
everyone’s life is a blueprint of hope. Maybe my story will help, if only one soul finds
peace in the midst of the malaise. I am Kalypso, a survivor, a striver, and most of all, I
am a human.”

Lunch Keynote Speaker | 12:00 p.m.
Veverly Gary Hamilton
Veverly Gary Hamilton is an attorney and sole owner of the Law Offices of Veverly Gary
Hamilton, P.A., where she practices in the areas of family law, personal injury, medical
malpractice, and criminal defense. She is a member of the ACLU, where she serves as
the President of the Treasure Coast Chapter ACLU of Florida, chair of the Treasure Coast
Chapter legal panel, and a board member of the ACLU of Florida. She is a board member of
the Martin County Democratic Black Caucus, where she also serves as chair of the Policy
and Bylaws committees and provides legal advice to the Caucus.
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PM Breakout Sessions | 1:30 p.m.
Angela Van Etten

Session 1: Disabled

Angela Van Etten is the Coordinator at the Treasure Coast Services for the Coalition for
Independent Living Options, Inc. (CILO), where she advocates for individuals of all ages with
disabilities on issues relating to access, education, employment, emergency preparedness,
housing, transportation, and voting. Angela’s knowledge of disability law comes from her legal
education, admission to the bar as an attorney in New Zealand, Ohio, and New York, in addition
to her work experience as a legal writer and editor. She is a Past President of Little People of
America (LPA), Inc., which is a national organization that provides advocacy and support to
about 6,000 individuals with dwarfism and their families.

Christopher A. Gaston

Session 2: Immigration

Christopher A. Gaston is an Immigration Attorney and a managing partner of the Gaston Law
Firm, P. A. Mr. Gaston provides comprehensive business and family immigration representation
to clients worldwide. Mr. Gaston works extensively on cases within the EB5 Immigrant Investor
Visa Program, which allows US businesses to raise capital and provides a pathway for foreign
investors to gain permanent residency and eventually US citizenship. In addition, Mr. Gaston’s
business immigration practice represents applicants for E2 (treaty investors), E1 (treaty traders),
L1, EB1, and EB2 visas. Mr. Gaston takes pride in helping individuals and businesses overcome
immigration hurdles as they expand into the global marketplace.

Reverend Mary Rosendahl

Session 3: Religion

Reverend Mary Rosendahl began seminary in 1997, attending the Reformed Theological
Seminary in Orlando and the Sewanee Theological Seminary at the University of the South in
Sewanee, Tennessee. After graduating in 2001, she was ordained as a deacon in the Episcopal
Church in Orlando, Florida. She then became a priest in December of 2001. In the past, Mary has
worked as an Associate Priest at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Jacksonville, Florida from 2001
to 2003, an Associate Priest at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church and Academy in March of 2004,
and Chaplain to the Academy in 2008. She also acted as the rector at the Episcopal Church of
the Nativity in Port St. Lucie. Mary continues to serve on the board of trustees for Holy Trinity
Episcopal Academy.

Rabbi Bruce Bensen

Session 3: Religion cont’d

Rabbi Bruce Benson was ordained as a Cantor by the Hebrew Union College in 1978. During a
career span of several decades, he founded several Jewish institutions, including a synagogue,
served a number of organizations as their Spiritual Leader, completed a journey and became
ordained as a Rabbi. From a local to national song-leader for the Jewish youth movement
and creative services in the 60’s to a nationally renowned Cantor, Bruce Benson has left his
mark upon the contemporary music of Jewish America. In concerts, by Clergy-in-Residence
appointments, and traveling around the country, Benson has helped redefine the liturgical music
scene of our generation.
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Joe Beck

Session 3: Religion cont’d

After completing a year as a VISTA volunteer in one of Baltimore’s most troubled neighborhoods,
Joe Beck earned a Masters degree in Social Work from the State University of NY at Buffalo
in 1969. He initiated Employee Assistance Programs for private corporations, a Developmental
Center, and a Children’s Psychiatric Hospital before retiring in 1994, as a licensed Social Worker
in New York. He then began the Humanist Perspective cable access TV show, which aired in
many states including Hawaii. After moving to Florida in 2009, he founded the Humanists of the
Treasure Coast, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, and is Florida’s first Humanist Chaplain,
certified as such by the Humanist Society.

Vernon Shazier

Session 3: Religion cont’d

Vernon Shazier serves as a Chaplain and Family Counselor for the National Football Players
Fathers Association. For many years, he served as a NFL Chaplain with the Miami Dolphins. He
is the Director of Football Operations at PMR Sports, President of the Champion Leader and the
Executive Pastor at Mount Bethel Ministries. He is an innovative leader, author, and executive
speech coach, who upholds the highest standards of personal and professional integrity. He is
committed to helping individuals and leaders of all walks of life reach “Championship Status”.

Panel Discussion, Open Mic | 2:30 p.m.
Mayor Greg Oravec
Mayor Oravec graduated cum laude from the Honors Program of the University of Miami, where he
studied Marine and Political Sciences. Before graduating, he began a career in local government which
has spanned the last eighteen years. In appointments as a City Planner, Redevelopment Director,
Assistant City Manager, and City Manager, he learned the ins and outs of government. He states, “I
feel very fortunate to have been able to lead and manage projects of all shapes and sizes over my
career, from serving as CEO of a municipal corporation with 1,000 employees and a budget of $500
million to being the guy responsible for keeping the bathrooms clean at Oktoberfest.”

Police Chief John Bulduc
Chief John A. Bolduc has been a police officer for 29 years. He was appointed Chief of Police for Port
St. Lucie on August 13, 2012. Prior to his tenure with the Port St. Lucie Police Department, Chief Bolduc
served as a Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission Officer for seven years. He has worked
in a variety of assignments to include: Patrol and Administrative Sergeant, Patrol and Administrative
Lieutenant, Acting Regional Captain, and Acting Assistant Chief. He graduated the University of Florida,
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice, and received his Master’s Degree from Barry University.
He is also a graduate of the FBI National Academy, Session #218.

Rudolf “Rudy” V. Howard
Rudy Howard is the founder and owner of Howard Insurance and Associates, Inc., where he provides
insurance protection for homes, businesses, and automobiles, along with health insurance and
Medicare. Mr. Howard’s upbringing demanded that he not only live in a community, but also to serve
in the community. Since arriving in Port St Lucie, he has served on the PSL Hospital and Martin
Memorial Hospital Boards and was the past president of the Education Foundation. As a member of
the Chamber of Commerce, he was voted “Outstanding Chamber Person of the Year”, where he lead
a task force that created the St. Lucie County Economic Development Council. He later served as
the President of the Chamber and Vice President of the Economic Development Council. Mr. Howard
also chaired the St Lucie County Expressway and Bridge Authority. In 2001, he was the first African
American to run for a seat on the Port St. Lucie City Council.
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Panel Discussion, Open Mic cont’d | 2:30 p.m.
Representative Larry Lee, Jr.
Representative Larry Lee grew up in Ft. Pierce, attended Livingstone College where he obtained his BS
degree in Health and Physical Education and upon graduation, signed a professional football contract with
the Denver Broncos. In 2013 Larry was elected to the Florida House of Representatives becoming the first
Black State Representative in the history of St. Lucie County. He has served on the Insurance and Banking
Committee, the Education Appropriations Committee, the Agriculture in Natural Resource Committee and
the K-12 Education Committee of the Florida House of Representatives. He has been featured in the book
“The Influentials” by Jon Berry and Ed Keller. He is a 2015 recipient of the Distinguished Citizen Award by
the Boy Scouts and he is also a graduate of Leadership Florida. He is currently serving in the Florida House
of Representatives, District 84.

Tony Barnes
Tony Barnes is the President of the St. Lucie County Branch of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People. He graduated in 1977 from the Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
University, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting. Mr. Barnes has worked in public service
for over forty years with the Tennessee Valley Authority and the City of Fort Pierce as an Internal
Auditor, Director of Procurement, and Director of Administrative Services.

Commissioner Kim Johnson
Commissioner Kim Johnson is a native of St. Lucie County and a graduate from Westwood High School.
He is also a graduate of Coahoma Community College where he earned his Associate’s Degree in General
Studies, and would later go onto graduate from Southeast Missouri State University where he received a
Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology. After graduating from college, Kim became an award-winning teacher,
earning the Golden Apple Award in Missouri, and Outstanding Teacher of the year in St. Lucie County. Upon
becoming an effective teacher, Kim decided to take his teaching ability on the road, giving more than 1,000
speeches to schools, churches and community organizations along with multiple radio and television interviews reaching more than a million people. With his love and passion for his hometown and its people, Kim
decided to move back to St. Lucie County and work with youth locally, which prompted him to run for public
office because he felt there was a lack of jobs, lack in our use of resources, and a lack of local contracts
given to local contractors. Using this platform to bring real change, Kim was elected as St. Lucie County
Commissioner in District 5.

Shaniek Maynard
Shaniek Maynard is the Executive Director of the Roundtable of St. Lucie County, a nonprofit
organization comprised of chief executives from law enforcement, social services, and government
agencies working together to build a community that supports the success of youth in St. Lucie County,
Florida. Prior to joining the Roundtable in August of 2014, Ms. Maynard served as an Assistant United
States Attorney with the United States Attorney’s Office (USAO) for the Southern District of Florida for
seven years. As a federal prosecutor, she prosecuted violent crimes, crimes against children, human
trafficking, civil rights, narcotics crimes, and white collar fraud. She was the branch office point of
contact for civil rights cases and for the Violence Reduction Partnership, a program aimed at reducing
violence in “hot spot” crime ridden neighborhoods.

Also Participating,
Wydee’a Emanuel Wilson
Bio on page 2.
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Deborah Stewart
Bio on page 2.

Also Participating,
Angela Van Etten
Bio on page 3.

Vernon Shazier
Bio on page 4.

Meet the Artists - Florida Highwaymen Artists | 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Mary Ann Carroll
Mary Ann Carroll is the sole woman in the group of artists known as the “Florida Highwaymen.”
Born in 1940, into a family of sharecroppers, her family moved to Fort Pierce, Florida, when
she was eight. There, Mary Ann had an opportunity to watch Harold Newton paint. Inspired
by Harold’s work, she joined the ragtag bunch of artists early on, bringing a gifted way of
looking at color to the group. The first of Mary Ann Carroll’s paintings were sold when she
was of the age of 18. She often traveled alone to sell her work; always carrying a small gun
for protection. Fearless, she sold paintings in Okeechobee where the other male artists
refused to go, because of a greater sense of racial tension. After her husband abandoned
their family when the youngest of seven was just five, she painted and cleaned houses in
order to supplement her income.

James Gibson
James Gibson was inspired by one of his best friends, Alfred Hair, and some other friendly
competition to start painting and selling. He is one of the five original Highwaymen. Gladys
Knight and Steven Spielberg are among Gibson’s collectors. Steven Spielberg has even
used one of his paintings in the 2002 movie, Catch Me If You Can. One of his paintings
also hangs in the White House. He forged a friendship with the former Florida governor and
his wife, Jeb and Columba Bush. He was commissioned to create several paintings for the
Florida Governor’s Mansion. Today, he has a long list of commissions for his paintings and
has received numerous awards for his work within the state’s school system. Gibson is listed
as one of the state’s famous African-Americans.

Isaac Knight
Isaac Knight is a family man with a great sense of humor. He began his journey as a
Highwayman by selling other artists’ work. He started painting when he realized he could
make more money by selling his own paintings. Painting and selling was a second job for
Isaac, so he worked at it on weekends and during the evening. He’s a quick learner and a
hard worker because he says, “I had to be.” He enjoys the creative process and sharing his
love of painting with others, especially his granddaughter Desirae. Isaac is his own harshest
critic. Asked how his paintings compare to the other Highwaymen, he claims, “I still don’t
think I’m as good as the others.” He never dreamt he’d be an artist, but in reflection, he is
very glad to be doing something he loves during his retirement.

Key to Music School Students, Special Performance | 4:00 p.m.
Raisa Asim – Amazing Grace
Julia Wilmont – Colors of the Wind
Dominique Bryan – Stand By Me
Lamar Freckleton – Performing a Saxophone Solo
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Sponsors:

HOWARD INSURANCE & ASSOC. INC.

Notes:
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