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Dear Golf Course Operators of Port St. Lucie,
This letter serves to ask for your continuing help in serving our community in this
time of crisis.

District 1

John Carvelli
District 2

Jolien Caraballo
District 4

As you know, the Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a severe acute
respiratory illness that can spread among humans through respiratory transmission
and has proven to be life-threatening to our senior and immunocompromised
citizens. In addition to this direct threat to life, COVID-19 threatens our society and
way of life in many ways, including: spreading at a rate that has the potential to
overwhelm our medical system; shutting down essential services because too many
people are out sick; disrupting the food and essential goods supply chain; contracting
the world, national, state and local economies; and interrupting all social activities.
In response to these grave threats, our nation, state, county and City of Port St. Lucie
have all made formal declarations of emergency, taking extraordinary measures to
protect public health and safety and calling upon all citizens to be informed, prepared
and committed to a national response that relies upon social distancing. Attached
for your convenience, please find the White House’s Coronavirus Guidelines for
America, which can be found on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
webpage and explains social distancing in detail.
As you are likely aware, on April 1, 2020, Governor DeSantis issued Executive
Order 20-91, which stated, in part, “all persons in Florida shall limit their movements
and personal interactions outside of their home to only those necessary to obtain or
provide essential services or conduct essential activities”. As you are also likely
aware, soon after issuing this order, the Governor’s Office clarified that golf is
considered an essential activity provided that it is played consistent with social
distancing requirements.
Accordingly, this letter serves to ask for your help in offering this essential—not to
mention fun, healthy and outdoor—activity while simultaneously safeguarding the
health of your guests and our community by adhering to as many of the following
practices as possible.
•

Screening all staff, volunteers and guests for flu-like symptoms and sending any
symptomatic persons home immediately.
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•

•
•
•
•
•

Cleaning.
o Provide disinfectant wipes or equivalent in common areas and carts.
o Disinfect carts, rakes, scoops and other equipment after every round.
o Disinfect hourly or, if practicable, after every use, at a minimum all high touch areas,
including but not limited to: cash registers, credit card areas, water coolers, machines,
driving range equipment, driving range balls.
o Disinfect after closing or before opening all areas of the business that customers may touch
or come into contact.
o Require employees or independent contractors present to wash and/or disinfect their hands
at least once per hour.
o Clean and disinfect any pen, stylus or screen used to sign receipts after each customer or
waive the need to sign a receipt.
o Ensure that no more than 10 people, including staff, are gathered in a particular area
o Ensure that customers at checkout are separated by at least 6 feet.
o Disinfect all door handles used by the general public at least hourly during business hours.
o Do not allow more than 25% of an enclosed area's maximum occupancy.
Travel to the golf course. Please consider discouraging golfers from different households from
carpooling/traveling to the golf course in the same vehicle.
Pull the pin with a wipe or paper towel that is immediately disposed of; or provide an alternate
rule for leaving the pin in place.
Do not allow use of the driving range if the range balls, buckets and other equipment cannot be
washed and/or disinfected after every use.
No more than one person per cart unless the persons are members of the same household.
All golf course personnel and guests should observe social distancing requirements.
o Practice social distancing by staying at least 6 feet away whenever practicable from another
person, excluding immediate family members, caretakers or household members;
o Cover all coughs and sneezes with their elbow or tissue;
o Do not shake hands or share clubs, excluding immediate family members, caretakers
or household members.

On behalf of the people of Port St. Lucie, I would like to thank you and your team for all that you are
doing to serve our community and for your consideration of these requests. I think we are in for some
tough weeks ahead; but, I am certain that we will make it through this crisis and that, when we do, we
will be able to look back and see that people like you and your team members made a real difference
by giving people a safe and healthy port in the storm.
We look forward to your reply and our continuing collaboration on serving our community. The
deliverer of this letter will provide you with all of our points of contact. Additionally, you are always
invited to contact me and the City Council Office at 772-871-5159.

Sincerely,

Gregory J. Oravec
Mayor
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